| WARNING — DANGER!

Soon will arrive the vacation time when the Orthodox Jewish
Community readies its move to the Catskills to benefit from the
clean ir and pure atmosphere, both physical as well as spiritual.
It is, therefore, appropriate to warn the public concerning a
practice that has spread among the Orthodox vacationers,
especially in the veshivah camps and in other religious
institljtions; the most religious, Chassidic elements, consisting
mostly of learned Jews and veshivah students. This practice
virtuaEy undermines the findamentals of Judaism.

What is this breach? People are taking the liberty of
purchpsing milk from non-Jewish farmers, relying on the fact
that a Jew is present during the milking.

The halachai problems encountered in such a practice are, as

follows:
1) Actording to all the greatest halachic authorities, without
exception, if the proprietor of the business is not reliable, surely if
he us|a non-dew we may not give him an hashgachah. If any
hashg#achah is given it is worthless since the non-dew has
retained the capability to receive the customers through various
devious ways. (See Responsa Divrei Malkiel, 3:22; Responsa
Divrei|Chaim 2: Addenda 40; Responsa Shaarrei Zedek, Yoreh
Deah 1156; Pithcha Zuta, Laws of Passover 11; Hachanah
d'Rabbah 22; Responsa Arugas :Habosem 325; Shuichan
Hatah%r 198b; Makrei Dardekei by R Hillel of Kalamai; Levushei
Mordechai, vol. 2, Yoreh Deah 7; Responsa Zichron Yehudah,
Orach Chasim 123, and other works.

Seventy years ago two hundred rabbis promulgated a strict

interdict that no rabbi may give a hechsher {(kosher certificate) to
any product, even if he has a mashgiach on the premises, unless
the proprietor is one hundred percent reliable in matters of
kashruth in all respects (See Ginzei Yosef 18:2).
2) The bwner can easily use the same type of containers for non-
kosher milk (ie. unsupervized milk) and deliver it to
unsuspecting yeshivah students, learned Jews, and other Jewish
customers — an occurance which is virtually undetectable.

In the merit of our awarness of the need o refrain from
prohibited foods, may we enjoy a healthy summer together with
our children and our entire families, as we are taught by our holy
Sages that the two are interdependent. (Zohar 3:42a; Shab. 33a,
Ohr Hthaim, Sh’mini; Davar B'itto, Shaar Hahitschazekus;



Y¢sode veshoresh Ha’avodah, Shaar Hab’choros, ch. 4; Chata,
Safer, Sh’mini; Imrei Tzddaklm Diveri Geomm on Torah;
Darchei Teshuvah 60:5, Azharos Mahartza, and others).
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When I expressed my grievance of heart to my friend, Rabbi
Shiomo Steinberg of Montreal, Canada, his heart, too, was
afflicted upon hearing this problem, and related to me even more
distiirbing facts.

e said, “Lately, I have seen that Vitamin D is being added to
Kosher milk. Since then I no longer continue to drink that milk.
Sin¢e 'm a health food advocate and believe in a balanced diet, ]
have inquired about all the vitamins and health foods in
consumer use today and have found that Vitamin D has serious
questions as to its Kashrus. There is no Vitamin D currently on
the imarket produced with a strict rabbinical suprevision.”

pon hearing these words from my friend, a visible change
came over me, | became scared and started trembling. My wife,
saw this change in me and asked me what happned. I told her the
words of my friend and then described to her a story that
happened in Montreal several years ago. The milk producers
began adding Vitamin D to their milk. The entire city was in an
uprpar, since the Kashrus of Vitamin D was never clearly
established. Many “frume Yidden” have stopped taking such
milk into their homes. Many others have gone to the milk farms
so that they could take milk before the addition of the Vitamin D.

ince then | have contacted various Kashrus organizations
and committees, Rabonim and Roshei Yeshivos of our
community, begging them to get involved in helping to resolve
thig serious problem which affects the Kashrus of thousands of
frume Yidden. The answer I received from almost all of them was
“It'$ not our responsibility. It’s not in our hands.”

In ending, I would like to pose one question. How is it possible
that these Rabbonim, Roshei Yeshivos, and organizations, even
if they are not responsible for the Kasherus of these products,
are|they not responsible at the very least to alert their Kehilos to
thig serious problem so that those who are interested to guard
themselves from a CHASHASH ISUR should be given the
opportunity to do so, and refrain from using milk with Vitamin D
and milk that is processed and sold by a goy-non-dew?
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